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Complainant,

V.
Veterans for the Constitution
William L. Albracht, Treasurer
P.O. Box 251
East Mnlire, [linais, 61244

and
Robert Schilling
367 Avenue of the Cities, Suite D
East Moline, IL 61244

Respomdents.
COMPLAINT

Complainat files this complaint under 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(1) against Robert Schilling
("Schilling™), and against Veterans for the Constitution, a/k/a Veterans for Schilling and William
L. Albracht, Treasurer ("Respondenits™), requesting hat the Federal Election Conmission
investigate violations of toe Fedossl Election Campuign Adt, as described beione.,
A. PACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

On informatisn and Yelinf, Respondant, Yeterans far the Canstinvtion, appezently first
orggnized as a political committee named "Veterans for Schilling” sometime before April 14,
2010." As stated on Respondents' website, www.veteransdschilli
munited effort to seat Conservative leaders who truly represent the people and do not see the

3.0rg, their "mission” is a

Constitution as an obstacle, but a document that our Founding Fathers intended by upheld at all

! Respondents' domain name, www.veteransdschilling.org, was registered on April 14, 2010. See the WHOIS
repoit, initiGet] hare'nith ns Atacliork A.
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costs."? Respondents' website also makes clear that they are supporting Robert Schilling.} Mr.
Schilling is running for U.S. Congress to represent Iilinois' 17th District; he filed his Statement
of Candidacy with the FEC on February 24, 2009. Accordingly, the word "Schilling” in
Respondents’ name and website refers to a federal candidate, Robert Schilling.

On information and belief, Respondent, Veterans for the Constitution, have paid for and
erected at least one biffboard in suppoert of Mr. Schifling. As indicated By thre dute of certain
blag pests sossevaioy the bilthemrd, it waa mrected sametiisw infore May 2, 2010.° The text of
the killbamsd io sa follows: "We Sveass ta DEFEND the Conatitvtion. Some of us BLED, some
of us Died. Mr. Hare, the Constitution MATTERS TO US. Veteransdachilling.ogg.” It is
unclear whether the billboard includes any additional text. As referenced in the billboard, Mr.
Hare is Congressman Phil Hare who currently represents Illinois' 17th Congressional district and
is Mr. Schilling's opponent in the upcoming election.

Thereafter, Respondents held a fundraiser with M. Schilling® As described in a thank
you letter, sometime before May 7, 2010, Respondents held a "Lasagna dinner fundraiser” with
Mr. Schilling which raised "almost $1350" on behalf of Veterans for Schilling.” Respondents’
stiticd that “the money will go directly to the next Vemrans for Schilling biflbward to be erected at
a specially-targsted venue in the 17th Cengressional Diswict” mad thn "ewery donstien
Votemuns fior Scifiilling” gpes divectly to the cause.”

2 See buip:/imgyw. ccteransdnohillingoag/wals_4_asnstitalisn_003 dim (last visited August 3, 2010). The same
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/(ast visitod August 3,2010.
Sullle'!vamthmnm dated Mhy 7, 2010 avallable at
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Awy, on or about May 25, 2010, Veterans for Schilling started operating
simultaneously as "Veterans for the Constitution."> On information and belief, on June 1, 2010,
Respondent, Veterans for the Constitution, registered as a political committee with the FEC
mﬁumnme.butofthisdmwnﬁnumopmtebomw.mgmd
www,veteransdschilling.org. -

On their July Quarterly report filed with the FEC, Respondents only reported receiving
$29.00 in contritmtions but listci $1,759.13 in "Cash on Hand at Beginming of Reporting
Period," wiich accordiag to a note "wias monies dosuted by individusls to individozls and a
former noe-PAC group. The cellected menies was used to purchase twn (2) billboands and the
$1,759.13 is what was left and moved to the subject PAC on June 1, 2010."

Thus, the facts demonstrate that Veterans for Schilling raised undisclosed, earmarked
contributions in coordination with Mr. Schilling to fund billboards expressly advocating his
election, had $1,759.13 left over, and only later registered with the Commission as a political
committee.

B. LEGAL ARGUMENT:

1. Respondents Failed to Register and Report as a Political Committee in a
Timely Manner

The Act defines a "political committee” as "any committee, club, association, or other
group of persons which receives cantributions aggregating in excess of $1,000 during a calendar
ymorudlichmakﬂupuﬂm‘amgaﬁnginmoffl,ooomnahduyw.“
2US.C. § 431(4). Any political committee that makes expenditures aggregating in excess of
$1,000 during a calendar year must file a statement of organization within 10 days of formation
and must fle periodic disclosure reports with the FEC. 1d. §§ 433,434,

pBseini-mal (last visited Auguet 3, 2010).
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Respondents did not file as a political committee with the FEC until June 1, 2010.
However, they organized to support Schilling's campeign, created a website, raised enough-
money to pay for two billboards and have $1,759.13 left over, and erected a billboard attacking
Represcatative Hare, all by the beginning of May 2010. Accordingly, Respondents failed to file
a statement of organization within 10 days of formation as required by the Act.

2, Respoudents Failed to Properly Neport their Contributions and
Expenditures

Under the Act, a political committee is required to report all of its contributions and
expenditures. 2 U.S.C. § 434. Amnonding to thrir own statemaents to the FEC, Respandents have
raised encugh money to purchase two billboazds, not to mention the creation of their website and
payments for their fundraising and other activities, and still have $1,759.13 left over. However,
Respondents have failed to properly report any of these contributions or expenditures.
Respondents have refused to disclose to the public the source of their funds or how they are
being spent, as required by law.

3. Respondents May Have Miade and Mr. Schiiling May Have Accepted In-
Kind Contributions, Possibly In Excess of the Legal Limit

Under the Act and the Commission's regulations, communications that are coordinated
with a candidate are semsidered W be in-kind comritiutions to that cantlidate. 11 C.F.R.

§ 109.21(a). Public sommunicutions se consldesed to be ulnkmmd if they (1) e "paid for in
whole ar in past, by a pecson otler thea that candidste [or] suthonized committen”; (2) satisfy one
of the regulation's content standards; and (3) satisfy ane of the regulation’s conduct standards. 11
CF.R. § 10921(a), (b). The content standard is met if, inter alia, a public communication
references a House candidate within 90 days of an election. 11 C.F.R. § 109.21(c). The conduct
standard is met if, inter alia, the communication is created, produced, or distributed at the
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request, suggestion, or assent of a candidate, authorized committee, political party committee or
agent. Jd. § 109.21(d)(1). Furthermore, contributions received by a political committee that are
carmarked for a specific candidate and spent under the direction of the political committee, count
towards the contribution limit of the donor and the political committee itself. Jd § 110.6

Giveq their "Event After-Action Report,” it appears that Respondents coordinated with
Mr. Schilling to raise funds specifically to pay for billboards expressly advocating his election.
Accordingly, the expense of the bilboards appears to be an unreported in-kind contribution to
M. Schilling’s cenpaign. Also, as Respeadeni huve failed to report the scarce of thelr fonds or
the aunoust of their expenditures for the billisramnis, the Commissian should investigete whethes
sual in-kind contributions wera made with fimds foom prohibited souraze, or in amaounts in
excess aof the Act's contribution limits. Finally, as the contributions to Respondents were
earmarked for Mr. Schilling according to the "Event After-Action Report” such contributions
must count towards the donors' and Respondents' limits in determining whether they made
contributions in violations of the Act.

4. Respondents Failed to Comply With the Act's Disclasimer Requirements

Under the Comunission's regulations, public communications by a political committee,
including on an "outdoor advertising facility” must include a disclaimer. 11 C.F.R. §§ 100.25,
§110.11. For a non-connected committee, the disclaimer must clearly state who paid for the ad;
the group's telephone number, address, or web address; and whether or not it was authorized by a
candidate. Jd. § 110.11(b). Such disclaimers must be presented in a "clear and conspicuous

manner,” and on print communications, the disclaimer must be sufficient size to be clearly

-S-
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readable, appear in a box, and be printed in a reasonable degree of color contrast. Jd. §§
110.11(eX1),(2).

Here, as evidenced from the picture referenced herein, Respondents' billboard does not -
contain a disclaimer in a "clear and conspicuous manner.” On at least one of their billboards,
Respondents included a disclaimer that stated "Paid for by Veterans for the Constitution.”
Hewever, tis disclaimer violates the Commissien's regulstions because it does not state wizether
or nat it wies autisorized by & eanididsie or include tie crarauittee's addross, telepine nutsber, or
web addrmes. Also, beth ef Respondentn' webcites siruply say "Vets far the Cimatitutian." These
disclaimms are in violation of the Commission's regulations because they do not say whethss the
webgites are authorized by a candidate, are not in a box, do not include the words "paid for by,"

and do not include an address or telephone number. The Commission should investigate whether

all of Respondents’ disclaimers are in violation of the law.

S. Respondents' Committee Name and Website Name Include the Name of a
Condidate that they are fapporting in Viclation of the Law

Commissian regulatinns prohibit a non-connected committee from using a candidate's
name in its own name. See 11 C.F.R. 102.14{a). Conimission rules also prohibit a non-

" connected commitiee from wsing a candidae's mums th tie meeve of a spacizi projeot, like a

welnite id. 102.14(b)(3).
| mnmmmm‘aﬁadammmmmsmﬂmmmuwm
of the first iteration of their committee, and continue to do so on their website,

www,vetsdschilling.org, and are therefore in violation of the Commission's regulations,
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C. REQUESTED ACTION

For the reasons described above, we respectfully urge the Commission 1o investigate the
violations described herein. We further request that Respondents be enjoined from further
violations and be fined the maximum amount permitted by law.

Respectﬁllly submitted by
James P. Moody, Complainant,

ity

SUBSCR]BEDANDSWORNmbeforemeﬁsﬂdayofmzolo.

My Commission Expires:
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
1 James P. Moody hereby cestify that the foregoing instrument was served upon each of
the addressees hugeinafies sit feath by enzlosing the rame in an axwelbps plainly addressed to
each of the asid addresscs afiixing fiset olass po: and dopesiting tti= same weith tho
United States Mail at Springfield, fllinois on the of Augpst, 2016:

Veterans for the Constitution
William L. Albracht, Treasurer
P.0. Box 251

East Moline, Illinois, 61244

Robiut SehiBing
367 Avenue of the Cities, Suite D
East Moline, Ii, 61244
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THANK YOU!I! Vets 4 Schilling Fundraiser Huge Success

Veterans For Schilling would like to take this opportunity to thank all who attended, but
especiafly the veluntenrs that made the evint pmssibie. 0 is vvo powticuiar aider, thank yeu
Annetie, Paula, Mary, tian, Gsurinay, Pat 1. & Pat S. for denaling your time 20 maka the
Lasagne dinnar fundraiser an outstanding event.

Bobby’s renrarks to the crowd on hand had everyone up and applauding. It was not only a
testament to Bobby, but to the message he is delivering to the voters of the 17", and that
message is “enough is enough.” The people must again regain control of their government and
let it begin HERE and let it begin NOW. As inspirational and on-turget as Bobby’s remarks were,
the twe highlight of #iez evesiisg was the [EBtter read by Rey HarwiRom from Sevgeant Jorin Baker,
the Quud Gtles’ own 1secal of Homer reciplent (much more on this laser).

The 50/50 drawing was won by the Handel Family of Colona {(with the lovely and charming Holly
actually holding the winning ticket). Holly and her family (dominated by Marines!) donated the

winaings back to Vets 4 Schilling! Our most sincere thanks to the Handel family... and even the
Marines.

Retired Coptain Rich “Big Mac” icDenald ssnt i ¥ $100 doration for tha event. Nichlivesin
the Philly avea but served shoulder-to-shoulder in heavy combat with Bill Albracht and figures
this makes him even! Seriously, Rich is a great American and also wants his country back.

All In all, the event raised almeast $13591 This money will ga directly to the next Veterans For
Schilling billboard to be erected at a specially-targeted venue in the 17" Congressional District.
So to paraphrase that famous naval hero John Paul Jones, we have not yet begun to fight! We
now hawe tha mementum and \we raaan to keep it.

Remember, every donation to Veterans For Schilling gues directly to the cause. There are no
admirlistrative expernsws or fees. Every cent I accounted for and Is spent on rothing but ge®ing
ous mesange out, so plosur sted whatewer yos can wivenever you can.

Ken Mnilett, Russ Taylec, amd Bill Albracht



